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City moves to expropriate townhouse complex
in Eau Claire to make way for Green Line LRT

Owners consider next move while city says it would prefer negotiated
settlements

Bryan Labby - CBC News - Posted: May 09, 2023 5:22 PM MDT | Last Updated: May 9, 2023

The River Run townhouse complex in Eau Claire stands in the way of the Green Line LRT project. The city has
officially filed its notice of intention to expropriate the 23 townhouse units. (Bryan Labby/CBC)

The River Run townhouse complex in Eau Claire is not even 30 years old, but it will soon
be demolished to make way for a new underground LRT station as part of the
multibillion-dollar Green Line project.

The city officially filed its intention to expropriate 23 units in the four building complex
that is adjacent to the fading Eau Claire Market and the Bow River.

"Now that we've moved into the development phase, we need to ensure that all land is
available in 2024 for main construction, said Wendy Tynan, the executive director of
stakeholder relations and communications for the Green Line project.

Tynan says expropriation is always "the option of last resort," but the move was needed
to ensure all of the properties are acquired by mid-2024.



The area will be redeveloped along with an underground station that will serve as the
northernmost stop of the first phase of the project.

e Green Line board names development partner for LRT megaproject's 1st phase

The city says the Eau Claire station will be "designed in a way to allow private
development to occur above the station in the future."

The city says the site acquisition shouldn't come as a surprise to anyone. Tynan says
negotiations with property owners started about three years ago.

"We've been very clear since 2020 about our timelines and the need to acquire
properties,” she said.

CBC News spoke with several townhome owners, some of whom expressed anger at
how the city has treated them. They say they won't speak publicly until they meet with
their lawyer.

The River Run townhouse complex in Eau Claire features a courtyard surrounded by 23 townhouse units. The
complex, built in 1995, will be torn down to make way for an underground LRT station. (Bryan Labby/CBC)

The city says one negotiated agreement has been reached with one of the owners,
while "active" negotiations continue with two others.

"Negotiating is still our preferred option. And so we would absolutely encourage any
property owner to work with our real estate team to get to that negotiated agreement,”
said Tynan.

"It's a hard decision and it's not a decision that the city or Green Line takes lightly....
Our goal is really to make sure that owners receive fair compensation for their property,
and hopefully we can do that through a negotiated process."



Bryan Labby is an enterprise reporter with CBC Calgary. If you have a good story idea

or tip, you can reach him at bryan.labby@cbc.ca or on Twitter at @CBCBryan.

CBC's Journalistic Standards and Practices - About CBC News

Corrections and clarifications - Submit a news tip - Report error ~

Popular Now in News

1 Chinese goods subject to tariffs of at least 145%, White House says

2 Canadian travel to the U.S. has plummeted. One reason why: fear

3 Poilievre takes aim at Carney's ability to handle Trump and his tariffs

4 'Welooka little stupid,' says Quebec manufacturer stung by Canada's counter-tariffs
5

Artist quits post after P.E.I. vet college tells him to remove painting based on U.S. politics

TRENDING VIDEOS

* o
J Bilying..willy—

gultimatel
backfire’

VIDEO VIDEO VIDEO

Americans feel uneasy about #TheMoment angry geese U.S. trade war: How China is
visiting Canada, tourism trapped university students fighting Trump’s tariffs |
expert says inside their home for days About That

About That With Andrew
The National Chang

RECOMMENDED FOR YOU

VIDEO

#TheMoment a Canada
goose battled a fox on the
streets of Toronto

The National

©

VIDE

'"Your
Trum
desp

The



Chinese goods subject to
tariffs of at least 145%,
White House says

World

| .l;.\;

Poilievre takes aim at
Carney's ability to handle
Trump and his tariffs

John Paul Tasker

Politics

Canadian travel to the U.S.
has plummeted. One reason
why: fear

Sophia Harris
Business | ®

'We look a little stupid,' says
Quebec manufacturer stung
by Canada's counter-tariffs

Susan Campbell

Canada - Montreal

Artis
vetc
remc
uU.s.|

Stepl

Cana



